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assigned to those in Hasa. A peculiar feature of the vegeta-
tion hereabouts is a huge aloe, already alluded to; its thorny
leaves and dense tufts attain not unfrequently a height sufficient
to shelter travellers, camels and all; this plant is common in
Hasa, but I never saw it in the interior or the uplands.

It would be impolite to dismiss our companions without
a few words of description. Of all Bedouins that I have met
with in the course of my wanderings, early or late, the Benoo-
Hajar, Benoo-Khalid, and Ajman, are at once the most spirited
and the most courteous; the very licence of manner, inseparable
from the nomade, becomes in them much less barbarous and
repulsive than in others. This is in part a consequence of their
frequent intercourse with the townsmen of Hasa, whose sociable
and courteous ways they have also in their measuie adopted.
These clans are better armed and clad than the average of their
desert brethren, though the principal items of wearing apparel
are in make and form the same, diftermg only in the quality of
the material, and the gay ness of its colours. All are provided
with muskets, and several, besides spear and sword, wear at their
belts the crooked poniard of 'Oman.

Towards the latter part of the afternoon we gradually mounted
the broad low range of the Kateef hills, having Djebel Mushahhar
at a considerable distance on our right. But the sea, though 1
looked towards it and for it with an eagerness somewhat re-
sembling that of the Ten Thousand on their approach to the
Euxine, remained shut out from view by a further continuation
of the heights. Here we exchanged the sands of Ha.^a for a
rocky and blackish ground ; the air blew cold and sharp, nor
was I sorry when at evening we halted near a cluster of trees,
exactly at the boundary line of the Kateef territory. The spot
is further marked by the village of 'Azmiah, now half desolate ;
the houses yet inhabited were of so wretched and unpromising an
appearance that we preferred to encamp ]coward of a noble aloe
hedge, and to make our supper off our own provisions. Our
dromedaries (beautiful creatures to look at) were turned loose
to graze, when lo! they took advantage of the dusk to sheer
off, nor were they recaptured without much difficulty; thus
giving us a proof of what I had often heard, and have mentioned
in the first chapter of this work, that a camel when once his